Then Joe said, ''Science is a marvellous thing, isn't it?"
Tilly said, " What d'you think of that?  A Minister of the
Crown, and he's never seen a calculating machine before!"
He said it as though he couldn't really believe it.
I didn't say anything, but 1 was very sick. I thought the Old
Man might at least have introduced us to him.
Susan and I always went out on Wednesday night. This
wasn't a very good eight out. We were a bit late and the
Bonaventure was packed out. Alfred was very apologetic but
he said there wouldn't be a table for half an hour.
1 was damned annoyed. I said, "I should have thought
you could have kept our table. You know we're here evety
Wednesday."
Alfred said, " I'm sorry, sir, but you see it wasn't booked,
and I can't keep tables if they're not booked."
I looked round the room and said, "What you mean is
that you can charge these innocent Yanks thirty shillings a
bottle for your half-crown Vin Ordinaire, and you can't do
that with me."
As we came out 1 said to Susan, " One of the main reasons
why I want this war to be over is that I want to be able to get
back at some of these bloody tradesmen. Hell, you can't even
bully a Soho restaurant proprietor nowadays. Alfred was the '
one man in London who used to let me feel important for ten
bob an hour."
Susan said, " It doesn't matter. Let's go to the Hickory."
We got a table at the Hickory, but the food was pretty
foul. I said, " Why the Pete do we come out, Sue? It's uncom-
fortable and crowded and the food's bad and it costs a lot,
and yet we keep on doing it."
*' Let's have an economy campaign and stay in next week/*
said Susan.
I said, " All right. We will." We said that every week.
There were some chrysanthemums on the table and they
reminded me.
I said, u Did R.B. produce your chrysanthemums?"
" Oh, yes."
"What did you do with them?"
" Put them on my desk. What else should I do with them?**
I said, " You couldn't- find it in your heart to slap his face
sometime when he does that stuff, could you?"
"Nothing easier," said Susan. " But can we afford it?"
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